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Over 150 projects from Córdoba’s most outstanding contemporary architecture join the “C-guide” in an event that has brought together local representatives and the architecture studios behind the projects
· Six of these projects have achieved the highest rating (CCC): Plan Especial de Protección del Casco Histórico (Special Plan for the Protection of the Historic Centre), by Francisco Daroca; Balcón del Guadalquivir (Guadalquivir Balcony), by Juan Navarro; Centro de Salud Lucano (Lucano Health Centre), by Javier Terrados; Centro de Visitantes de Medina Azahara (Medina Azahara Visitor Centre), by Nieto Sobejano; C3A (Centre for Contemporary Creation of Andalusia), by Nieto Sobejano; and Ciudad de la Justicia (Palace of Justice), by Mecanoo + Ayesa.
· The content is now available for free on the web platform www.c.guide and the app for mobile devices (iOS and Android).
· Córdoba’s entry in the guide is thanks to funding from the Municipal Institute for Economic Development and Employment of Córdoba (IMDEEC, in Spanish).
Córdoba, 28th June, 2021.- As of this week, Córdoba is part of the global network of outstanding contemporary architecture, C-guide. It is the tenth city to join the guide, after London, Los Angeles, Sydney, Paris, Barcelona, Amsterdam, Chicago, Dubai and Sao Paulo.
Following the event held at the Visitor Reception Centre, Córdoba and its area of influence now form part of this virtual platform, developed entirely in the city by the Fundación Arquitectura Contemporánea (Foundation for Contemporary Architecture), a non-profit organisation based in Córdoba since its creation in 2002. The event was attended by the Mayor of Córdoba, José María Bellido, the Delegate for Digital Transformation and Innovation and President of the IMDEEC, Blanca Torrent, and the Delegate for Promotion, Culture and Historical Heritage, Marián Aguilar, among other members of the municipal corporation. Also in attendance were Purificación Joyera, Territorial Delegate for Regeneration, Justice and Administration, Ángel Pimentel, Territorial Delegate for Tourism, Luis Medina, Vice Rector for Culture, Communication and Social Projection of the University of Córdoba, and Juan Eusebio Benito, Dean of the Official College of Architects of Córdoba.
Launched in December 2019 in partnership with the Cosentino Group, the guide was conceived with the ambitious aim of promoting knowledge and recognition of the most outstanding contemporary architecture around the world. Furthermore, the guide works on two fronts: the app was specially designed as a tool to complement the visits to the different sites included in the guide, while the website seeks to promote knowledge and awareness of the best examples of the valuable architecture developed over the last 40 years.
In Córdoba, a World Heritage city where the past influences the imagination of its inhabitants, the C-guide offers a glimpse of the present through more than 150 projects rated as outstanding by its scientific committee. “This milestone, both for the C-guide and the city, will open up new attractions for travellers, but above all it is a powerful tool to promote the appreciation of spaces that citizens use on a daily basis”, explained Carlos Anaya, Coordinator of Activities at Fundación Arquitectura Contemporánea. Anaya was also in charge of conducting the event, in which he thanked the IMDEEC for the funding that has made this milestone possible. In her opening speech, IMDEEC president Blanca Torrent highlighted the importance for Córdoba of “positioning itself as part of a global network of cities with outstanding contemporary architecture”.
During his speech, Rafael de la Hoz, Trustee of the Fundación Arquitectura Contemporánea and Coordinator of the scientific committee responsible for the selection and scoring of the projects contained in the guide, and recent winner of the Medal of the City of Córdoba, defended the need to overcome the “controversy between ancient and contemporary architecture” and the example that Córdoba’s architecture represents in this respect.
Indeed, many of the most outstanding examples of contemporary architecture in the city, far from dissociating themselves from their historical context, reinterpret it. Sometimes they do so in a conceptual way, as in the case of the C3A or the Medina Azahara Museum by Nieto and Sobejano, both of which have achieved the guide’s highest rating (CCC) and where the city’s past is reflected in their spatial properties and the geometry of the façade walls.
Other times it is about adding a new layer which, as in a palimpsest, dialogues with the pre-existing layers, thus enriching the urban context. This is the case of the Sala Orive, by Francisco Gómez Díaz, the Baum Lab or the Visitor Reception Centre, a project by Juan Cuenca, where the event was held successfully, with full capacity.
The guide also recognises the urban plans developed in recent years, such as the Renfe Plan or  the plan for the recovery of the Guadalquivir area, which includes projects such as the Miraflores Park, the rehabilitation of the area around the Roman Bridge -both by Juan Cuenca- or the Guadalquivir Balcony, a project by Juan Navarro Baldeweg, rated with a CCC. 
In the field of urban development, the Special Plan for the Historic Centre of Córdoba, by Francisco Daroca, deserves special mention. This plan has been key to preserving the city’s heritage and updating traditional typologies such as the courtyard house, reinterpreted in a contemporary way through projects such as the wonderful Lucano Health Centre by Javier Terrados.
Also noteworthy is the role that some of the selected projects have played in the generation of new urban identities in some of the newly created areas of the city. Special mention should be made of the Palace of Justice by Mecanoo and Ayesa.
The C-guide also recognises the role of the province of Córdoba, a network of towns which form a unique space of relationships with the capital. Projects listed as CC include the Restoration of Baena Castle -by José Manuel López Osorio-, or the Municipal Stadium of Lucena -by Fenwick Iribarren-.
The highlight of the event was the awarding of the CCC prizes to the creators and developers of the six most outstanding projects of contemporary architecture in the city. On behalf of Cosentino, Santiago Alfonso, Vice President of Communication and Corporate Reputation, awarded them with a commemorative plaque to be placed at the sites.
Córdoba’s Mayor, José María Bellido, closed the event by stressing the importance of preserving the city’s heritage but also of generating a “space for the creation and development of new talent that will lead to a future heritage”. 
Honours awarded to the highest rated projects (CCC):
1. SPECIAL PLAN FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE HISTORIC CENTRE
_Presenting the award: Manuel González Fustegueras (President of the FAC)
_Collecting the award: José María Bellido (Mayor) + Francisco Daroca (creator)
2. LUCANO HEALTH CENTRE
_Presenting the award: Blanca Torrent (President of the IMDEEC)
_Collecting the award: Javier Terrados (architect) + Juan José Muñoz Gavilán (Director of the Centre)
3. GUADALQUIVIR BALCONY
_Presenting the award: Rafael de La-Hoz (Coordinator of the C-guide Scientific Committee)
_Collecting the award: Rafael Pérez Herranz (on behalf of the Juan Navarro Baldeweg Studio) + Luis Valdelomar (Urban Planning Manager)
4.  PALACE OF JUSTICE
_Presenting the award: Santiago Alfonso (Vice President of Communication and Corporate Reputation at Cosentino)
_Collecting the award: Purificación Joyera (Territorial Delegate for Regeneration, Justice and Administration) + Daniel Herrera Calle (Architecture Manager at AYESA)
5. CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY CREATION OF ANDALUSIA (C3A)
_Presenting the award: Gonzalo Esparza (Manager at the IMDEEC)
_Collecting the award: Vanesa Manrique (Nieto Sobejano Arquitectos)
6. MEDINA AZAHARA MUSEUM
_Presenting the award: Pedro García del Barrio (Trustee of the C-guide)
_Collecting the award: Vanesa Manrique (Nieto Sobejano Arquitectos) + Antonio Vallejo (Director of the Archaeological Ensemble of Medina Azahara) 
Available resources presented at the Córdoba event
· PICTURES AVAILABLE FORPOSTING 
· Video announcement of the new projects added and projects rated as CCC
· Interviewing citizens about contemporary architecture in the city
· Spot 2021 (release at the event)
· Website: www.c.guide
· App (iOS)
· App (Android)
· Video: C-guide in Spanish
· Video: C-guide in English
· Spot: C-guide in Spanish
· Spot: C-guide in English
· Social networks (Facebook, Twitter e Instagram): @cguidearch

Projects

Given its contemporary subject matter, C guide only includes works built from 1979 onwards, providing a perspective of 40 years that helps to reflect on global architecture as a whole. The works included in the guide are chosen by a scientific committee from the Foundation of Contemporary Architecture, who take into account three categories of interest:

1. Global-local tension: projects with two opposing views that look to reinforce the local specificities of each city and/or that are more inclined towards representing the world’s spatial homogenisation.

2. Symbolic function: projects that generate collective participative processes, spaces that symbolise the emergence of geographical identities and/or places that have generated a special relevance in the collective imagination because of their appearance in cinema or the media.

3. Public space: works that play an urban role – in particular those that become a meeting or exchange point in the city and/or that play a crucial role in our understanding of today’s cities.

The projects included in C guide are classified into three categories:

· C: Very good architecture. Don’t miss this site if you are in the area

· CC: Excellent architecture. A must-see site if you are in the city

· CCC: Outstanding architecture. Don’t miss this site no matter where you are

Users can participate
Each project in the guide features its own image gallery (some also include plans or drawings of the design process) and a file that includes a description of the work, the designer, year of construction, location, category (C, CC, CCC), how easily you can visit it (if you can visit it, if it’s visible from the street, scheduled visits or unavailable for visits) and tags (that help you understand them and which are put forward by the C guide committee as well as by the users themselves). The platform offers users the ability to perform a quick search, considering the same parameters included in the file for each project.
About the Cosentino Group
Cosentino Group is a global, family-owned Spanish company that produces and distributes innovative, high value surfaces for the world of architecture and design. As a market leader, it works with clients and partners to devise and create forward-thinking solutions that provide design and value, while inspiring people’s lives. This objective is possible thanks to pioneering brands that are leaders in their respective segments, such as Silestone®, Dekton® or Sensa® by Cosentino®, innovative surfaces that create unique spaces and designs. The group’s development is based on global expansion, a ground-breaking programme of research and development, respect for the environment and sustainability, and its ongoing corporate commitment to society and the local communities in which it operates, promoting training, equality and occupational safety. From its headquarters in Almería (Spain), Cosentino Group markets its products in more than 110 countries, with its own sales and distribution facilities in 30 of these. Cosentino has eight manufacturing plants (seven in Almería and one in Brazil), one intelligent logistic centre in Spain, and 140 sales and distribution facilities around the world. More than 90% of Cosentino Group’s revenues are generated in international markets. www.cosentino.com
More information: Pilar Navarro. Communication Department – Cosentino. pmnavarro@cosentino.com 

About the Foundation for Contemporary Architecture
The Foundation for Contemporary Architecture was founded in 2002 as an initiative developed by a group of professionals interested in promoting contemporary architecture. While the foundation is therefore private, it is committed to promoting public awareness of the influences over the living conditions of its citizens. 
The headquarters of the Foundation for Contemporary Architecture is located in Córdoba, a city that has fostered a remarkable relationship between city and contemporary architecture in recent years. However, the scope of development and interest in the foundation’s activities reaches national and international levels, without geographic limitations and, according to the thematic order, the aim is to establish the broadest cultural and interdisciplinary debate possible. 
The foundation has three objectives related to contemporary architecture: research, promotion and creation.
https://www.arquitecturacontemporanea.org/
For more information: Carlos Anaya. Programme Coordinator, Foundation of Contemporary Architecture. anaya@arquitecturacontemporanea.org 
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